International Maize and Wheat Improvement Centre (CIMMYT), Ankara, Turkey In June 2017, 76 elds were surveyed in the main bread wheat (Triticum aestivum L.) and durum wheat (Triticum durum Desf.) growing regions of Azerbaijan to identify the fungi causing crown and root rot. Diseased plants were collected at just prior to maturity, at maturity, and/or after harvest. About 20 to 30 tillers of wheat were randomly sampled from each eld (about 5 ha), put in paper bags, and transported to the laboratory. The crown, root, and stem base tissues of each plant were rinsed with tap water to remove soil particles and examined for lesions. Sections (3 cm) of symptomatic tissues were surface disinfested with 1% NaOCl for 1 min, rinsed with sterile distilled water, and air dried on sterilized lter paper in a laminar ow. Dried sections were cut into 1-cm lengths and placed on 1/5
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In June 2017, 76 elds were surveyed in the main bread wheat (Triticum aestivum L.) and durum wheat (Triticum durum Desf.) growing regions of Azerbaijan to identify the fungi causing crown and root rot. Diseased plants were collected at just prior to maturity, at maturity, and/or after harvest. About 20 to 30 tillers of wheat were randomly sampled from each eld (about 5 ha), put in paper bags, and transported to the laboratory. The crown, root, and stem base tissues of each plant were rinsed with tap water to remove soil particles and examined for lesions. Sections (3 cm) of symptomatic tissues were surface disinfested with 1% NaOCl for 1 min, rinsed with sterile distilled water, and air dried on sterilized lter paper in a laminar ow. Dried sections were cut into 1-cm lengths and placed on 1/5 strength potato dextrose agar (PDA) amended with streptomycin (0.1 g/liter) and chloramphenicol (0.05 g/liter). Following 5 days of incubation in the dark at 20°C, Fusariumlike colonies were puri ed using the single spore isolation method and then transferred indicates that it has the potential to spread to noncontaminated wheat cultivation areas.
Further studies are needed to better understand the role of the pathogen in the diseasecausing complex.
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